Letters

Subscription
Inland

On Nandigram

W

e the undersigned, who have
long been associated with the
Left movement in the country,
feel deeply pained and anguished by
the loss of lives and injuries suffered
during the police action in Nandigram
on March 14. Nobody belonging to the
Left would ever justify repressive action
against peasants or workers who are the
basic classes of the Left. The tragedy at
Nandigram on March 14 was an
entirely unanticipated, unjustified and
unfortunate turn of events, whose exact
origin and course should be established
through a proper inquiry. The Left Front
government meanwhile has announced
the removal of the police force from
Nandigram, has reiterated its policy that
no land will be acquired for industrial
purposes without the consent of the
peasants and other people concerned,
has put on hold all land acquisition, and
has put a halt to the construction of
special economic zones (SEZs) until the
central legislation on SEZs itself, to
which the Left has always been opposed,
is suitably amended. And the CPI(M),
the leading partner of the Left Front,
has asked for a judicial inquiry into the
tragedy. Under these circumstances,
and in view of the fact that the state
government has committed itself to
recompensing the families of the victims,
all efforts must be made so that tension
subsides and normalcy returns to the
area, allowing the numerous refugees,
who have been driven out from there
and living in makeshift camps, to
return home. We appeal to all
concerned not to let the wounds of
Nandigram become festering sores.
AMIYA KUMAR BAGCHI, Kolkata,
M K RAINA, Delhi, RAM RAHMAN, Delhi,
MALINI BHATTACHARYA, Kolkata,
UTSA PATNAIK, New Delhi,
JAVEED ALAM, Hyderabad,
MIHIR BHATTACHARYA, Kolkata,
JAYATI GHOSH, New Delhi,
MOHAN RAO, New Delhi,
NASIR TYABJI, New Delhi,
MEENA RAJYADHYAKSHA, Delhi,
PRAVEEN JHA, New Delhi,
PRABHAT PATNAIK, New Delhi,
TEESTA SETALVAD, Mumbai
D N JHA, Delhi, RUCHIRA GUPTA, New Delhi.
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Neglect of Children
under Six

T

he following is an open letter to
prime minister Manmohan Singh:
We are writing to express our deep
concern about the neglect of children
under six in the Union Budget 2007-08.
You may remember meeting some of
us on December 19 last year (just after
“Bal Adhikar Samvad”), when we
discussed the FOCUS Report, the rights
of children under six, and the recent
Supreme Court judgment on Integrated
Child Development Services (ICDS).
At that time you had assured us that
the UPA government was committed to
the universalisation of ICDS, as stated
in the Common Minimum Programme
(CMP), and also to the implementation
of the Supreme Court judgment. We
are, therefore, startled and dismayed
that this commitment is not reflected at
all in the Union Budget 2007-08. The
allocation for ICDS (Rs 4,761 crore)
has barely increased in real terms, and
is virtually unchanged as a proportion
of GDP.
It is a mystery to us how the CMP
commitment and Supreme Court
judgment can possibly be implemented
within such meagre budget allocations.
The Supreme Court judgment requires an
increase in the number of anganwadis
from the present 9.4 lakhs to 14 lakhs
at the very least by December 2008.
Higher allocations are also required to
enhance the quality of ICDS services.
Based on fairly conservative calculations
of the requirements of “universalisation
with quality”, the National Advisory
Council had recommended (in
November 2004) an allocation of at least
Rs 9,600 crore for ICDS in 2007-08.
This figure needs upward revision in
the light of the Supreme Court
judgment, yet the actual provision in
the Union Budget 2007-08 is not even
half of this conservative estimate.
As per this budget, the government
of India will be spending less than
Rs 5,000 crore this year on children
under six, who represent more than
15 per cent of India’s population. This
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compares with Rs 96,000 crore to be
spent on “defence”. This is a staggering
and unacceptable imbalance in budget
priorities. The contrast is all the more
shocking at a time of growing evidence
(particularly from the National Family
Health Survey) that there has been no
substantial improvement in infant and
young child nutrition, including optimal
breastfeeding practices, during the last
eight years, in spite of runaway
economic growth.
We urge you to intervene and ensure
a fairer deal for children in the Union
Budget 2007-08 as well as in the
Eleventh Plan. We also take this
opportunity to reiterate our appeal for

more active political leadership on
children’s issues, including the
universalisation of ICDS.
JEAN DREZE, N C SAXENA,
SHANTHA SINHA, ARUNA ROY,
KAVITA SRIVASTAVA,
HARSH MANDER, VANDANA PRASAD,
ARUN GUPTA, MRIDULA BAJAJ,
ANNIE RAJA, VEENA SHATRUGNA,
SUDHA SUNDARARAMAN

Not Correct

I

n the text of my article ‘Classes and
Communities’ (March 17, 2007), I
had written, “Raymond Aron (1964:43)
pointed out that in Revolution and
Counter-revolution in Germany, Marx

enumerated a set of eight distinct
classes; in Class Struggles in France
he also listed eight classes, but it was
a somewhat different set of eight”. This
was changed to read “In Revolution
and Counter-revolution in Germany,
Raymond Aron (1964:43) pointed out
that Marx enumerated a set of eight
distinct classes; in Class Struggles in
France Aron also listed eight classes,
but it was a somewhat different set of
eight”. The change will lead the reader
to think that I believe that the author
of Class Struggles in France was
Raymond Aron which, of course, is
not correct.
ANDRE BETEILLE
New Delhi
(The error is regretted. –Ed)

Notes for Contributors
Here are some guidelines for
authors who wish to make
submissions to the journal.
Special Articles
EPW welcomes original research papers
in any of the social sciences.
 Articles must be no more than 8,000
words, including notes, references
and tables. Longer articles will not be
processed.
 Contributions should be sent in a hard
copy format accompanied by a floppy/
CD version. A soft copy can also be
sent by email. Hard and soft copy
versions of articles are essential for
processing.
 Special
articles
should
be
accompanied by an abstract of a
maximum of 150-200 words.
 Papers should not have been
simultaneously submitted for publication
to another journal or newspaper. If the
paper has appeared earlier in a different
version, we would appreciate a copy of
this along with the submitted paper.
 Graphs and charts prepared in MS
Office (Word/Excel) or equivalent software
are preferable to material prepared in
jpeg or other formats.
 Every effort is taken to complete early
processing of the papers we receive.
Since we receive more than 35 articles
every week and adequate time has to be
provided for internal reading and external
refereeing. It can take up to four
months for a final decision on whether
the paper is accepted for publication.
 Articles accepted for publication can
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take up to six to eight months from the
date of acceptance to appear in the
EPW. Every effort will, however, be made
to ensure early publication. Papers with
immediate relevance for policy would be
considered for early publication. Please
note that this is a matter of editorial
judgment.



Commentaries
EPW invites short contributions to the
‘Commentary’ section on topical social,
economic and political developments. These
should ideally be between 1,000 and 2,500
words and exclusive to the EPW.
Short contributions may be sent by email.



Book Reviews
EPW sends out books for review. It does
not normally accept unsolicited reviews.
However, all reviews that are received are
read with interest and where a book has not
been sent out for review, the unsolicited review
is on occasion considered for publication.



Letters
Readers of EPW are encouraged to send
comments and suggestions (300-400 words)
on published articles to the Letters column.
All letters should have the writer’s full name
and postal address.

Discussion
EPW encourages researchers to comment
on Special Articles. Submissions should be
1,000 to 2,000 words.

General Guidelines

 Writers are requested to provide full
details for correspondence: postal
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address, day-time phone numbers and
email address.
(The email address of writers in the Special
Article, Commentary and Discussion
sections will be published at the end of
the article.)
Authors are requested to prepare their
soft copy versions in text formats. PDF
versions are not accepted by the EPW.
Authors are encouraged to use UK English
spellings (Writers using MS Word or
similar software could change the
appropriate settings in the Language
menu of the application).
Contributors are requested to send articles
that are complete in all respects, including
references, as this facilitates quicker
processing.
When there are major developments in
the field of study after the first submission,
authors can send a revised version.
EPW requests writers not to send
revised versions based on stylistic
changes/additions,
deletions
of
references, minor changes, etc, as this
poses challenges in processing.
All submissions will be acknowledged
immediately on receipt with a reference
number. Quoting the reference number
in inquiries will help.
EPW posts all published articles on its
web site and may reproduce them on CDs.
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